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SUBJECT: THE OGADEN CONPLICT 

REF: LAGOS 476 

1. DR. FAFOWARA, DEPUTY DIRECTOR OP MEA'S APRICA DEPARTMENT 
POR NORTHERN AND WESTERN APRICA, TOLD DCM JANUARY 31 THAT 
EXTERNAL APPAIRS COMMISSIONER GARBA WILL SHORTLY VISIT 
ADDIS ABABA AND THEN MOGADISCIO TO INVITE THESE TWO 
GOVERNMENTS TO MEET WITH THE OAU GOOD OFPICES COMMISSION 
IN LAGOS. GARBA, WHO IS EXPECTED TO RETURN TO LAGOS 
JANUARY 31, WILL PROBABLY START THIS TRIP ON PEBRUARY 3,Q 
BUT POSSIBLY NOT UNTIL EARLY NEXT WEEK. PAPOWARA 
CONPIDENTIAL 

CONPIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 LAGOS 0I28I 3II603Z 

INDICATED THAT THE MEMBERS OF THE GOOD OPFICES 
COMMISSION HAD APPROVED THESE INVITATIONS AND THAT 
NIGERIA WAS IN PACT UNDER CONSIDERABLE PRESSURE' TO 
EXTEND THEM. 

2. FAPOWARA COMMENTED THAT ETHIOPIA MAY WELL TURN DOWN 
THE INVITATION BUT THAT WE HAVE TO TRY'. HE ALSO RE- 
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MARKED THAT THE RUSSIANS ARE THE REAL CRUX OF THE 
MEDIATION PROBLEM, SINCE HE DOESN'T THINK THE 
ETHIOPIAN GOVERNMENT REALLY HAS THE POWER OF 
INDEPENDENT DECISION ANY MORE. FAFORWARA CONSIDERED 

IT QUITE LIKELY THAT THE RUSSIANS EXPECT THEIR PRESTIGE 
AND INFLUENCE IN ETHIOPIA TO BE EVEN STRONGER IF THE 
FIGHTING GOES ON UNTIL THE ETHIOPIANS HAVE RECAPTURED 
THE OGADEN. 

3. AS A FOOTNOTE, THE SOMALI AMBASSADOR HERE HAS TOLD 
THE DCM THAT SOMALI FORCES RECENTLY CAPTURED SOME 
CUBANS 'AT THE FRONT' IN THE OGADEN, AND THE SOMALI 
COUNSELOR SAID THE SOMALI GOVERNMENT IS THINKING OF 
EXHIBITING THESE CUBAN CAPTIVES TO THE SKEPTICAL 
INTERNATIONAL PRESS 
EASUM 
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